THE PBEHS AND THE I»AkLiAMEKt ACt
were to favour in subsequent years. This too came to nothing. It meant at the time that the two parties should bargain with each other about the causes and principles which they had hitherto declared to be vital, that the Liberals, for example, should consent to Imperial preference and compulsory military service, and the Unionist to Home Rule and the limitation of the veto of the House of Lords. It was felt, when these proposals were seriously approached, that even if the leaders of parties were willing to bargain with each other on this ground—and the great majority were not—the effect on the public would be to destroy all confidence in the sincerity of politics. It was still in these days an accepted maxim that " England hates coalitions," and the traditional objection was not to be removed except under a compulsion which for the time being extinguished other politics.
The Approach to the Crown
When the conference failed, Asquith decided at once on another appeal to the country. It was certain that without it the Parliament Bill would be rejected by the House of Lords and he felt that the new king could not reasonably be asked to exercise his prerogative for the creation of peers to overcome their resistance, on the strength of the Budget election, which had taken place before he ascended the throne. But equally it was impossible for the Prime Minister to undertake a fresh appeal to the country within less than a year of the previous appeal, unless he had reasonable assurance that the result would be decisive, i.e. that in the eyent of a sufficient majority being obtained for the Government's policy, the King would use his prerogative if the peers prolonged their resistance. Asquith had been warned that King Edward would require a second election before using his prerogative to deal the question of the House of Lords, and he now thour1 necessary to ascertain whether, if such an election w and gave a result favourable to the Government- V™*-would act as presumably his father would V therefore went to Buckingham Palace, z^f Crewe, on the afternoon of November to the King.
The situation was a painful o£a coalition b«wem patties, and Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. explored the possibilities of a method which both
